210                   BATTLE   OF   ESSAMACOW.

transfer to my pages the spirit which inspired my
informants ; but I must leave the imagination of
the reader to supply the strong feelings of personal
interest involved in the details, contenting myself
with a plain recital of a few short reminiscences.

The battle of Essamacow, which is registered in
the Gold Coast Almanack, with the significant pre-
fix of " fatal," was fought on the 21st of January,
1824. Hostilities commenced about two o'clock in
the afternoon, when both parties opened a brisk
fire across a small river5 that separated their forces.
Our troops consisted of only a few regulars, a small
body of militia, and some irregular native allies,
the whole commanded in person by his Excellency
Sir Charles McCarthy, Governor of Sierra Leone.

The regulars and militia alone were armed
with bayonets, so that, in the event of close col-
lision, in which, unfortunately, this conflict termi-
nated, we were at a fearful disadvantage, con-
tending against a foe so much superior in num-
bers, an,d so expert in the use of their hand-arms.
The firing across the river continued for four hours,
but at six o'clock in the evening, the English were
compelled to cease in consequence of having ex-
hausted all their remaining ammunition. The
Ashantees, perceiving the difficulty in which our
troops were placed, resolved to turn the opportu-
nity to immediate account, and, uttering discordant
yells, rushed into the river, and advanced en masse
upon our forces. Sir Charles McCarthy saw that